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Fram the Christian Repository. 

A briefhistory of tire dealings ofthe Congrega- 
tioual Church in Newfane, Vt with James 
Lamb, then a member of sag church, al 
most seveuty years of age. 

Inthe becining ofthe year AD, 1821, said 
church being destiiate of a pastor, called Mr. 
Chandler Bates, a licensed candidate, then 
preaching with them, to settle with thei, who 
accepted the invitation, upon condi ions, that 
betore his ordination the charch should settle 
all existing differewces. Accordian ly, in the 
mouth ef April, Me Lamb was cited to appear 
before them in church meeting (having cho 
sen the Kev. James Tufts, of Wardsboro’, fo 
their moderator ) to answer ito the charge of 
heresy preferred against him! by some of the 
members, in consequence ot his ack owledging 
‘a belsefin the final restitution of all thiags by 
Jesus Christ. Accordingly he appeared before 
them ; and after laboring, with bisa seme time, 
they proceeded to appoint Deacon Joha Wi- 
der, Me. Daviel Phillips and Mr. Jonathan i] ail 
a committee t labor with him in privete A- 
bout two weeks af cowards, upes an appointed 
dy, Deacon «Volts. called a 
th. labor by lane ottpg that he shoauld embrace 
such an error as the fi estoration sentuner 
appearedto be. Vo Tr. Lamb rephed ; 
* ph acon. it bam © + Jo. Sir, show 
me by scripture wh srong, or mis- 
understand the eerie. Ye then stated 
many passages of -or ch he thonght 
c! arly proved univers » stion, and asked 
the deacon how he sho vlerstand them ; 
but the deacon woold no setend to explain 
them, oer coold he agsw » one out of twenty 
quesiions putto himup oo tee scriptures. After 
laboring in Chat manner is. or three hours, 
they were joined oy Mr. [i i}, and after the a 
sual cere nontes, Deaco, Wilder observed to 
Mr. Hall, that Mr. Lamb hid -o mouch of the 
3 riptures at command, thoy sheold not be able 
to do mach with him. Ts. Hall, however, 
thought he must do sam ting, and began in 
the same manner that D 


con bree and began 


ccon “Wilder did, and 
with no greater force ot arcu noni, nor conld 
be inswer questions, oor explain scriptire with 
any more cos-tsfency than the deacon. Mr. 
Hail stated that the church were aurry to lose 
Mr. Lainb—he had been a father in the church 
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and they had looked tdhim, insome measure, 
as an exemplary christian and guide, in matters 
of faith and practice. Mr. Hall then stated as 
the wish ofthe church, that he would come 
back and walk with them. Mr. Lamb replied, 
that he could not conscientiously Jo it; if he 
should he must renounce his belief in the sa- 
cred scriptures, and it would then be with bim 
as it was with Annanias and Sapphira, he should 
not only have lied unto min but unto God. 

In the course of this labor, Mr. Lamb had 
etated to these gentlemen the exercises of his 
mind and his study of the scriptures for half a 
century back. That he bad been an honest in- 
qnirer after trath, and if he bad embraced an 
erroneous sentiment if was one he had embra- 
ced by searching the scriptures daily to see 
whether these things were so, and not from 
searching other men’s opinions, nor from prea- 
ching ; for all the preaching he had ever heard 
had been in contradiction to his present belie 
and to the scriptures, as he must understand 
them. 

These gentlemen after finding they could not 
obtain an argument against him in the scriptures 
retired trom his honse, and at the church mee- 


ting by May, severally reported that they had 


labored with Mr. Lamb, but got no satisfaction. 
Vr. Phillips also labored with him a few days 
after the other gentlemen, much in the same 
manner, and with the same effect, and reported 
to the same meeting that he had got no sstisfac- 
tion. Mr. Lamb attended the meeting, andthe 
moderator and church began to labor with and 
ask him questions concerning his belief ; to all 
of which he replied, by stating many passages 
of scripture too lengthy to he detailed in this 
history. After consu!ting among themselves, 
the charch voted to withdraw fellowship from 
him, requesting him to consider the case and 
retura to their discipline. Mr. Lamb then re- 
quested the privilege of conversing with the 
mem ers at their houses and other places oc- 
casionally. and retired from the meeting. 

On the 4th of July following, Mr. Bates was 
pubhely ordained to the pastoral care of said 
church, and Mr. Lainb’s case remained untouch- 
edunilthesamner of 1825, when wishing 
to know ha final destiny, he called upon Mr. 
Bates oad enquired whether ‘se church hid 
done, or were about to do apy thing concerning 
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him.— Mr.Bates replied that nothing was done. 
Mr. Lamb then requested to be dismissed from 
» the church without any recommendation or any 
further ceremony. Bot Mr. Bates replied that 
could notbe done: he must either renounce 
his sentiment and return to the church, er he 
excommunicated. Mr. Lamb then requested 
that the church would do something aheut it 
immediately. Accordingly Vr. Bates convened 
the church, and appointed Dea. Nathan Know! 
ton and Mr. John Kenny « committee to labor 
with Mr. Lamb again. who called upon him 
and asked him if he wished to come back to the 
church again. To which he replied, he wes 
not prepared to answer that question until he 
had been informed how he must come, or on 
what grounds he should be received ; ‘took 
his bible and recited a passage ot tines re- 
ferring to the excommunicated person, when 
Mr. Kenny abruptly observed, we did not come 
here to dispute with you upon scripture. ‘lo 
which Mr. Lamb rephed, Well gentiemen, then 
teil me what] mu-' do, or what you will do.— 
This being inthe month of November, 
he corsented taat the church should have tiil 


1825, 


--+- ——_—— 








May 1826, making five years from the time of | 


his suspension, to consider upon it and then to 
act. The committee then retired. 

Here it must be observe’, that about the 
time Mr. Bates become pastor of the church, 
the Censociation in the county of Windham, 
vote! that the articles of faith and church cov- 
enant shonld be the same in all the churches he- 
longing to ihatbedy Accordingly a new co: 
fession of faith and church covenant 
ceived by the church in Newfane, entuely dit 
ferent from that from which Mr. Lamb wa. 
suspenced. The last committee reported ww 
the chorch that they got no satisfaction; and 
Mi. Laub appeared atthe charch meeting o:: 
the 4*h of Moy, and expressed some doutts as 
tothe propriety of their proceeding to excoin- 
mupicate him from a system of faith which he 
hed wot subscribed. Mr. Pates replied that he 


Wis Fe 


had once put himself uncer the watch & care of 


the church. and having a new confession of 
faith made no difference, he would find them al! 
alike in the county. Brother Lamb then sta- 
ted that be did not feel accountable to a con 
fession of faith he had not subscribed to; and 
then retired to let them act alone. He called 
upon them ‘gain soon after, and Mr. Hates in- 
formed him that the church had voted to ex- 
communicate him ; to which he replied, [ wil! 
acceptif. Deacon Knowlion then arose and 
said, he wished toask him once more if he 
was willing to come back tothe church again ; 
to which he replied, May God forbid that I 
ever should be bonnd by any man, or body of 
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menithet will po’ eliew me to entoy my owt 
conscierce.—Mr. Bates then informed him, 
that sixty days would be allowed him to const- 
der and return to his duty, afierwards his sen- 
tence would be read if he did not return. But 
before sixty davs expiicd, he received the 
following letter ; 

Newfane, June 
Mr. James Lamb, 

Sir.— Whereas you have been convicted 
of at reach of covenantin voluntarily 
senting vourself from communing with 
this church at the Lord’s table, and for 
heresy, and after due pains taken with you 
in private, still remain obstinate and im- 
penitent—whereby it becomes necessary 


27, 1826. 


wat 
ao. 


| according to the ru'es of the gospel that 


vou be publicly admonished as an institu- 
ted means to bring you to repentance. 
These are theref.re,in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to require you to ap- 
pear before the pastor and congregation, in 
the meting house in Newfane,on the nexe 


‘Thursday, in the afternoon, then and there 


to confess for the sins aforesaid. 

By oder of the Church, 

Cianptiecr Bates, Pastor. 
Newlfanc, June 28, 1826. 

Rev. Chandler Bates 

Sir,—Having received a citation from 
you, to appear before the pastor and cons 
gregation, to answer to the charges of vol- 
untary neglect of duty, and heresy, I take 
this method to state to vou the reasons of 
my Koncompliance with your requisition 
T have learned since the late church mecet- 
Ing, toatl —— the feelin gs of sone per- 

ns by disowning a coniession of faith, 
not in existenee When the church withdrew 
their fellow ship tromme, therefore I 
‘line appe ring before them apain. As to 
your on harge, Voluntacy nexlect of 
ty. Lileft my seatat the table, 
that some of the members 
theirs if I did not. As to your 
charge, heresy, never knowin; aly 
the Lord that bought me, 
him as an all sufficient 


de- 


leave 
second 
deni d 
hut considered 
Saviour, as the 


“ ould 


Lamb oj God that taketh away the sins of 


the world; therefore, I wholly 
charge. Bui this [ say, 
which you cal! 


deny the 
that wfter the way 


heresy, so worship I the 

God of my fathers, believing all things 

vhich are written in the law and In the 
plop ets, 


James Lams, zn the 75 year of his age. 


ex ecting 
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The Church of Christ in Newfane, to Mr. 
ames Lamb. 
Sir.— Whereas you having become a 


_ member of the Church of Christ in this 


place, and having solemnly covenanted 
before God, and with this church, to walk 
with them in all the doctrines and duties 
of the gospel, andl to submit yourself to 
the watch an‘ discipline of the same. .and 
as you have voluntarily absented yourself 
from the communion of the Lord’s table, 
and departed from the faith and_ practice 
of this church, and violated your covenan- 
ted engagements, ‘it has been considered 


@ duty to use those neans with you which | 


Christ has directed te be used with an of- 
fending brother. The first and second 
step of the gospel beingtaken without the 
desired effect, 1t was told to the church ae 
greeable to our Lord’s direction. The 
Church hnving seriously examined the 
complaints, together with the evidence pro- 
duced, have judged you g vilty of a breach 
of covenant, in voluntarily absenting from 
the communion,ane for heresv, and after 
due admonition and much patience, dost 
yet remain obstinate, giving no evidence 
of repentance—and it being the will and 
ordinance of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
his church should have no fellowship with 
him that isa heretic, (see Pitus iii. 10,) 
but withdraw themselves from every bro- 
ther who walketh disorderly, aad cast such 
out of the church, and esteem and treat 
them as heathen and publicans. I do 
therefore, in the name and by the authori- 
ty of the Lord Jesus Christ, and with the 
consent of this church, declare thee James 
Lambe <communicated and cast out of the 
communion of the church of Christ—de- 
bar thee from thy privileges, and deliver 
thee into the visible kingdem of Satan for 


the destruction of thy fleshy and corrupt | 


principles and practices, that thy spirit 
may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 
With the concurrence of the brethren, 
CHANDLER BaTEs, Pastor. 
Newfane, July 2, 1826. 





From the Universalist Magazine. 
REMARKS ON THE FOREGOING. 
ist. The first charge, which the minis- 
ter of the church mentions, 11 bis letter of 
admoevition and the church’s leter of ex- 
communication, against Mr. Lamb, is that 
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of voluntarily absenting himself from co n- 
muaing with the church, at the Lord’s ta- 
ble. But in the whole narrative we hear 
not aword of this charge. By the narra- 
tive we are led to suppose that Mr. Lamb 
was first arraigned before the church to an- 
swer to the charge of heresy, which some 
individuals had, in an informal manner 
stated against him. The following are the 
words of the narrative; “* Mr. Lamb was 
cited to appear before them in Charch 
meeting to answer to the charge of heresy 
preferred against him by some of the mem- 
bers.” ‘That this charge and the church 
meeting were informal, appears by the re- 
sult of the meeting ; for the church ap- 
pointed acommittee to labor with hin in 
private. If the proceedings had been in 
the usual form, and according tu the scrip- 
ture, this private labor would have prece- 
ded any church meeting on the subject. 
Passing over this circumstance, we 
come to the laborof the committee. And 
what is the subject of their labor? Do 
they come totheir brother and say, dear 
brother, it grieves us to the heart, te goto 
our blessed communion, seat ourselves be- 
fore the table of our Lord, and look round 
to find our venerable brother Lamb, whon 
we have long esteemed as“ a father in the 
church, and as an exemplary christian and 
guide,in matters of faith and practice,” 
and find him not? Do they say, brother 
Lamb, we beseech you by the tenderest af- 
fections and charities, by the very bowels 
of Jesus to come to the communion, and no 
longer absent yourself ? No,no such tang. 
Nor was there one word said about this 
heinous crime of “ voluntarily absenting 
himself from the communion.” The labor 
opened with a lamentation that brother 
Lamb“ should embrace such an error as 
the final restoration appeared to be.” 
Heresy was the alpha, heresy was the ome- 
ga! With regard to Mr. Lamb’s absence 
trom communion, in the first place, it is e- 
vident that it was out of tenderness to the 
feelings of those, who had indicated to him 
that if he commured they could not. Tae 
following in his reply to the minister, gives 
support to this opinion ; “ [ left iny seat at 
the table, expecting that some of the nem- 
bers would leive their’s, if [ did not.” 
Reader, how now doves itsee:a to you, to 
find inthe letters of admonition and ex- 
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communication, addressed by a professed 
minister of Jesus Christ to Mr. Lamb, the 
charge of voluntarily absenting himself 
from communion, when you must realize 
that 1t was the unreasonable and unsuppor- 
ted charge of heresy, with which this mip- 
ister and his church had for a number of 
years guarded their communion, as with a 
flaming swerd,against the approach of their 
aged and vencrable brother!) When will 
ministers anc their churches be ashamed of 
such sanctimonious hypocrisy? 

2d. The charge of heresy, we have be- 
fore seen, was the alpha and the omega of 
this ecclesiastical presecution and excom- 
munication. Butin what did this heresy 
consist? Itconsisted in the belief that Je- 
sus Christis the Savicvr of ali men. St. 
Peter, in his 2d epistle defines heresy in the 
following passage, chap. ii. 1, * But there 
were false pooepete among the people, even 
as there shall be false teachers among you, 


‘ who privily shail bring in damnable here- 


sies, even denying the Lord that bought 
them, and bring upon themselves switt de- 
struction.” Did Mr. Lamb deny the Lord 
that boughthim? No. Mr. Lamb believes 
what divine truth asserts, that Jesus Christ 
“ pave himself a ransom for all men, to be 
testified in cue time.” He belicves that 
Jesus Christ the righteous * is the propiti 

ation for the sins of the whole world.” Lie 
believes that the Lord who bought ium, 
“ by the grace of God, tasted death for es 

erv man.” He believes, that * as by the 
offence of one judgment came u,on all me) 

to condemnation, even so by the righteous 

ness of ene the free gift came upon all me: 

unio justfication of life.” He beleses, 
that in the fulness of times, God will *gath- 
cr together in ene all things in Christ, 
both which are in heaven, and which are 
on earth; even inhim.” This was the on- 
ly heresy, which the church in Newfane 
and their minister charged ageinst an aged 
brother in the church, whom they ackuowl- 
edged they had esteemed “tas an exem- 


plary christi.n and guide, in matters o! 


faith and practice.” 

In the letter of excommunication, the 
reader will have observed, that 1 is stat d, 
that the church had token the steps with 
Mr. Lamb, wi ich Christ has pointed out, 
&e. The directions of Christ are thus, 
see Mat. xvill. 15, 16, 17, ** Moreover, if 
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thy brother shall trespass against thee, ge 
and tell him his fault between him and thee 
alone: ifhe shail hear thee, thou hast gain- 
ed thy brother. But if he wili not hear 
thee, then take with thee one or two more, 
that in the mouth of two or three witnesses 
every word may be established. And if 
he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto 
the church; but if he neglect to hear the 
church, let hie be unto thee as an heathen 
man anda publican.” Whatis the mean- 
ing of the word trespass? Answer; it is 
taking possession of that which belongs to 
another. Was Mr. Lamb guilty of such an 
offence? Had he committed a trespass a- 
gainst the Churck or any individual of it? 
This is not pretended ; and yet they pro- 
ceeded against him, as Christ directed to 
proceed against one who had committed a 
trespass ! 

These remarks are not designed as a re- 
proach on the Church in Newfane, but for 
the purpose of giving some degree of ad- 
monition to that and other churches. And 
that this obj. ct may be effected to some 
profit, it is ere asked, why did not the 
blessed Saviour accommodate his disciples, 
who are so very jealous fer his religion, 
with something like the followit g: More- 
over, if thy | atlas violently, with force 

and arms, rob thee of thy rights, by sayin 
that he believes in the salvation of all men, 
through my divine mediation ; and ii he 
ould wilfully persist in contending that 

iny precious blood was shed for all men, 
tod that, in due time my redeeming power 
-hallvans. m all men from sin and death io 
noliness and life ; and if he continue to take 
away thy precious privileges, in this man- 
ner, then goand teli him his foult between 
him and thee alone, &c. J know it may 
be said,in reply, that there was no need of 
these plain directions, so long as ministers 
and professors can do allthis business 
without any such authority ; and alter they 
have done it, appeal to the gospel, in a most 
solemn manner for justification. 

The proceedings, te which tiese remarks 
refer, remind us of several similar events 
recorded in scripture. When the cow- 
mittee, appointed by the church, conversed, 
by way of labor, with their brother Lamb, 
he was found to be su well acquainted with 
the scriptures, and wicided them with such 
effect, that one said to the other, brother 
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Lami “basso much of the scriptures at || & ee 
command,” we shall “not he sble to do | CANDID EXAMINER. 
much with him.” Thar is, they could net || ——————— ————SSSSSSsSS——"— 
answer his arguments. They could do e: “ WHAT 13 TRUTH.” 
nouh vith him, when they were with the [|] ~~ ———___-_- -_-__--_-- a 


church and the minister. We are inform- 
ed in the 6th of Acts, that those, who ¢@is- 
puts d with Stephen, were “not able tore- 
sist the wisdom and thes spirit by which he 
spake.” But all this di d not secure him 
agamst their unhallowed zeal; they could 
gnash on him with their teeth, they could 
cast him outof the city and stone him to 
death ! , 

When the princes of Babylon sought oc- 
casion against Da: iel, they were reduced 
tu the necessity of say ing ; “ We shall not 
find anv occasion against this Daniel, ex- 
cept we find it against him concerning the 
law of his God.”? So it was with the min- 
ister and church at Newfane, they could 
find nothing against their brother Lamb, 
except concerning the unlimited goodness 
of his God. The princes of Babylon con- 
trived to have Daniel cast into a den of |i- 
ons, and the minister and church at New- 
fane, in as merc?fula manner, contrived to 
Geliver their brother Lamb “into the visi- 

le kingd. »m of Satan!” It may be infor- 
mation to many, that Satan has a visible 
kingdom in Newiane, Vt. 

When the religious pharisees, Goctors ot 
the law, and the whole estate of the el Jers 
were determined on the crucifixion of Jc 
sus, contrary to the wish of Pilate, they 
said,‘ We havea law, and by our law he 
ought to die.” So it was with the minis- 
ter and charch at N-wfane; they had a 
liw,an | by their law, their brother Lamb 
ought to be and finally was excommunica- 
ted. 

We bid our brother Lamb a hearty wel- 
come t» the reproach of Christ, which we 
esteem greater niches than all the treasures 
of spiiitaal Egypt. He brings good ok 
Sineon to our minds; and we sincerely 
pray, that like him, he may consiantly hold 
the oars yurin his arms, and be nrepared 
to say; * Now Lord, lettest thou try ser- 
vant Ani in peace; for mine eyes have 
seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepa- 
red before the face of all peopie ; ; i light to 
lighten the Gentiles ; and the glory of thy 


people Isracl.’ 
H. B. 


TS 


————— eee 

















MO TOS f, DE :CEMBER 25. 


us MY “PRATHER 1S A’ r THE HELM. - 
While a ship and its crew were conten- 


and the 


hearts of the bravest bepan to shrink be- 


ding with the perils ofthe deep, 


fore the increasing dangers, and pale dis- 
may and wild dispairthrew the multitude 
on board into the most fearful disorder, a 
young lad who appeared calm, unmoved 
and destitute of the least token of fear, was 
asked by one of the frighted, why he was 
careless of danger and why he did not fear 
when a watery grave appeared so nigh and 
inevitable ? The 5 cuth in the utmost assu- 
rance and confidence of perfect safety gen- 
tly replied, pointing as he fearlessly turned 
his eye toward the helmsman, “ my Father 
isat thehelm.” Such conf. lence and faith 
the youth possessed in the skill and wis- 
dom of his experienced father that he fear- 
ed no danger while he knew, that he pre- 
sided at the helm to rule and govern the 
vessel. Asashipamid the roaring waves 
and driving storms, so appears the despis- 
ed cause in which the believers in univer- 
sal yrace areembarked. But ave trust in 
God, therefore we fear no danger—our 
Heavenly Father presides at the helm, and 
we rely on him to govern and defend our 
cause. Tne winds of ignorance may drive 
—the storms of prejudice may beat—and 
the floods of persecution my roll and roar 
but all their strife is vain, for our Father 


in Heaven is still our guide and help, and 
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he can say to the raging elements, and to 
the proud waves, thus far shalt thou come 
andnoturther. By this Father of the sprr- 
its of all flesh, shall the ark of safety to 


which we have fled, be upborne and guid- 


ed like Noah’s ark over a world of waters: | 


Nor shall its progress be staved until with 
the whole family of mankind whom it is 
destined to transport from earth to heav- 
Cn, it shall restupon the mountain of the 
Lord whose sublime summit shall endure 
in eternal stability over the ruins of a des- 
elated world. How firm must be the faith 
and how strong the confidence of those 
who with aneye of faith behold their heav- 
enly Father at the helm of this glerious 
cause which is moving along to so happy 
and perfecta termination. Seeing then we 
have such hope, we use great plainness of 
speech—Brethren are we not determined 
to keep the faith—to fight a good fight— 
to finish our course in Joy, and in our at- 
tachm:nt to the cause which we feel is the 
cause of God to leave on our dying breath 
to those who survive us, an exhortation to 
continue immoveable and steadfast on the 
cause. 

Why should it be surrendered while our 
Father in heaven is at the helm to govern 
and defend it and those engazed therein 
from danger? Why should it be deserted 


for the leaky barks fabricated by men te 


wisdom and works? 





It is supposed that by correspondencies 
and comparisons, we derive most of our 
ideas; and we might add that by this same 


principle cur memories are also greatly as- 





——— 


| sisted. One occurrence or circumstance 
| 

brings to mind some cther bearing some 
| analogy to it. On reflecting upon some 
religious meetings so called, in which we 





| 

| may witness some of the people weeping, 
| some smiling, some sneering, some exhor- 
| ting, some praying and others singing, all 
at the same time, we have imperceptibly 
been reminded of the Frenchman’s punch 
—they put in water to make it weak, rum 
to make it strong, sugar to make it sweet 
and limes to make it sour. This mixture 
' renders it very palatable to Frenchmen, 
and the only difficulty with which this 
| punch is attended, is, it punches their senses 


Hl . . 
| out of their heads. 
} 





|| to be merciful to sinners. 


| From the Religious Inquirer. 

AN ADDKESS. 

| TO PRESBPTERIANS, CONGREGATION. 

ALISTS, BAPTISTS, AND 

METODISTS. 

Dearly Beloved,-Though you disagree in 
some things, you all agree in stating that God 

the Father andGod the Son ate one. 2. ‘I'bat 

' God the Father is full of wrath and tremendous 

indignation towards stoners. 3. That God the 

Son is full of love and pity towards poor sinners 


4 , ; 
and came to save more or less of them trom his 


Father’s wrath. 4. [hat the vicarious. snffer- 

| ings of Jesus opened a door for God the Father 
The above senti- 

ments are so common and popular, that he who 
dues not believe them is considered a heretic, 
and ap enemy to the religion of Christ, and in 

| danger of eternal damnation, by the denomina- 
tions above named, generally! 1 have thonght 

| heretofore that you were correct in the senti- 
ments above stated. Ihave listened to your 





| read almost every commentary and publication, 
transport them to heaven by their own | 


| order for more than forty years. 
1} * * 


| ministersin thousands of instances. I have 


whether great or small, within my reach, which 
| has been sent abroad by leading men of every 
! have sear- 
| ched the scriptures with prayerful atteotion 
| frommychildhood. The doctrine above was 
_ inbibed from the lips of parental kindness ; 
|| was 2mpressed on my mind in youth, and enfor- 
| ced by the awlul solemnities of public and pri- 

vate devotion ; its currency was supported by 
‘ ministers learned and unlearned ; it grew with 
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CANDID EXAMINER Vii 
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my vcowth. and streogthencd with my strength, 
aerteu hecame so derp rooted in the soil where 
it was planted, that nothtag but Jeses, who tea 
cheih as never man taught, who openeth th: 
eyes of the blind, and is God's faithtul witness, 
“mi disprove those throgsto my understand 

© by his word aon works. To God. in Christ | 
“pal eribe all the gio.v, who hath breught me 
out of darkness into that licht which his hteth 
every man that cometh iato the world, in hts 


Is 


owntime. Tlaving ne other reasons to offer | 


than such as influence ed m ym ipod, your atieg- 
tion 1s invited to thr following gs considerations. 
To represent an angry God, and a loving Sa- 
viour, in the sane sermon, and then insist “that 
they are both one, is representing God as a 
double minded being. contrery to the bible 
and the faith of all christi: ins. No one is wil- 
ling to own the charge ; yet almost every ser- 
mon that I ever heard from all of you, contain- 
ed statements and assertions from which the 
following inferences might fairly be drawn, viz. 


if the preacher have told the trath, there mast | 


be two Gods in opposition to each other, or if 
but one, he must be a duuble minded God, 
full of wrath and full of love towards the same 
persons ! 

If ministers will not own the fact, millions of 
hearers can witness. thatit is common for their 
religious teachers to represent our Heavenly 
father fall of wrath, just on the point of sending 


mankind toa state of interminable woe, when | 


Jesus, full of compassion stepped between hin 
and us snatched the thunderbolt trom the laud 
of uplifted justice, and receiving tis burving 
vengeance on his own innocent per oa, at which 
his father was highly pleased aud satisfied. 

If benizhted hamanity, amidst all ber depra- 


vity and vain imaginations, ever produced a | 


more unaccountable perversion o! divine trath, 
I beg to know whai it is. Should any one of 
you become angry at a lost sheep, and send 
your son to save that sheep from yoar own 
wrath, your acquiintances might say with good 
propriety, the man has lost is senses. Yet 
you ofven represent Jesus as sent by bis father 
to sive sinners from the wrath of God! Did 
Gj love the world before Jesas was sent into 
it ?’—John i. 17 
th: love af iod to staners ?~—Raom. v. 8. Epa. 
1. 4,5. Jus asecertau as Goi is unchangea- 
ble just so certue do these texts prove beyond 
all coatradiction, that neither sin sorany thing 
else ever caused aay hatred or enmity in God 
toward. man, not ever will, 

Ail thu love, pity, compassion, and friend- 
ship. whi ‘Vappeared inthe kiad, teader- hear-- 
ted and al-ction ne soa of M ry Hows nota iliy 
and necessarily irom our mercitul fauer to 


Dil Jesus die to coumend | 











eave». Herein islove, not that we loved God 
bat that he loved us, aad sent his son to be the 
propittat ion fer our sins. —1 John iv. 10. And 
we have seen ahd do testify that the father sent 
the son to be the Saviour of the world —1 Jon 
_ iv, 14. Por God seat not his son into the 
world to condemn the world, bat that the world 
throuzh bim might be saved,—Joha wi. 17. 
Notwithstanding these texts, ard multitudes 
more of the same amount. wherever the word 
wrath, anger. or vengeance is found, our ter- 
rifit preachers seem to hang upon such expres- 
ians, as though God possessed the sane m. lev. 
olen! passions a3 depraved man ; as if by such 
measures and means they could frighten or 
drive man to embrace the gospel! I must sup- 
pose men of this cast will introduce a mode of 
government into their families in accordance 
with their ideas of God’s government. For 
Jesus certainly presented the character of his 
father. that bis children might be like him.— 
Mat. v. 45. From my very heart I pity the 
wives and children of ministers, who have such 
ideas cf God. Men who believe in a partial 
God, will of course think it right to be partial 
—those who believe God is revengeful will be 
revenge ul themselves. Those who believe 
that God torments rational beings eternally, 
who never had itin their power to do him 
any injury, without designing their reconcilia- 
tion or profit, will act accordingly, as near as 
they can. What woman of good sense, who 
has any regard for her future happiness, would 
ever m.rry a man who has such ideas of God ? 
Surely she could enjoy no pleasure while her 
husband reduced bis religion to practice. Her 
greatest hopes of happiness, in her family, must 
rest upon the prospect of conforming to her 
husband. Let common observation decide the 
point, whether the children of such ministers 
are the best members of society in general. 
On the other haad, let (rod’s true character 
be drought into view, as tangit by inspiration, 
and see the difference. Rom. xu. £9, * Ven 
geince is mine, | will repay saith the Lord.’ 
Bat what.s the differeace between God’s made 
of taking vengeance, and ours? Answer,—If 
thine enemy hanger, feed him, if he thirst, 
give him drink, for in so doing thou shalt heap 
coals of fire on his heal. Be got overco ne 
withevil, but overcom: evil with goo! —Rom 
xu. 20,11. Lothis case, St. Paul preiched 
mich like Jesus, who says, Ye have heard 
that it hath beea said. taou saaltlove thy netsh. 
bor aad hate thine enemy. bat [say aato you, 
love your ene wires, bless them chu curse y ria, 
do zooliotaza citt hate you, aad pray for 
then taatdesonefly ase vou antl porsecite 


you. Mat. v. 45, 44. 4, Uuis lustructioa cadae 
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V2 EANDID EXAMINER. 
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from him who died to set us an example that | flood rolis visibly belere them, but leave 
we should follow his steps.—1 Pet.u.21. Who | the minds uneonvince A, at Athe heart une 


cha-teneth for our profit that we may be parta- 
hers of his holiness.—Hed. xii 10. Who saf- 

fered, the just for the unjust, that he might 
bring us to God—1 Pet. iii. 18. Who died to 
take away the sin of the world.—1 John ii. 2. 
Who died to commend the love of God to as.— 
Rom. v. 8. Thisis the language of Him who 
forgave his people, but took vengeance on their 
inventions —xcix. 8. No one dare deny these 
instructions, but ail willhave recourse to the 
law, saying, it‘ ws holy, gust and good,’ and its 
awful malediction must fall upon the head of 
the guilty sinner, in one eternal storm of retri- 
butive justice and holy anger. Tell me, ye 
that desire to be under the law, do ye not hear 
the law ? Let the exposition of Jesus be heard 
one moment upon this subject. Mat. xxiii. 23. 
He informs us that one of the weightier matters 
of the law is mercy. Let this last text be uo- 
derstood, and your main pillar, on which vou 
build the doctrine of endless death and heii, 
fails you ina moment. He who believes God 
forg:ves, will of course forgive his enemies. 
whether they ask it or not, that he may be like 
God. A most striking instance of this appeared 
inthe martyr Stephen; when dying beneath a 
shower ofstones, he kneeled down and cried 
with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin totheir 
charge.— Acts vii. 60. This happy, pleasant, 
gespel temper, is an ornament, and in the sight 
of Goi of ¢ great price, in every character from 
the king on the throne. to the beggar in the 
street, wherever it be found. God grant it may 
revail and increase, until sin and ali moral 
evil shall be overcome. oy rendering good for 
evil, love for hatred, kindoess for unkindaess, 
and mercy for wrath, ts the prayer of your 
humble servant. 


NEHEMIAH. 





EFFICACY GF DENOUNCING HELL 
TORMENTS TO RECLAIM 
THE WICKED. 


Saurin, the great French preacher, dis- 


tinguished for his eloquence, and his or- 


thodoxy, 


In the modern acceptation of the 
word, speaking of man’s sinfulness, and the 
means of reclaiming h: m, says. * Socek to 
him concerning the truths of religion ;op n 
hell to his view, and you will see him affec- 
ied, devout, and appalled, follow him in life, 
and you willfind thatthese truths have no 
influence whatever on his conduct.” Li this 


course render sinners appalled, while the 
sound of damnation is ringing in their ears, 
while the burning 


fill them with dismay, 














sat ' 


impressed, without pr ducing any influ. 
ence on the conduct, why should it be cho- 
sen, and what is, the eficacy of preacl 

hell torments torre! form tras sgresso rs,oven 
if the doctrine be true ? This admission of 
Saurinis inaccoid with Dr. Scott, who al- 
lows that no terrors can restrain the out- 
pouring corruption of the unrenewed heart, 
or give a right direction to the unsanctifi- 
ed affection. All history, all experience 
confirm this verdict ; it is the goodn ess of 
God that leads to that repentance, of which 
we need not repeat ; to that godly sorrow, 
that terminates in undissembled reforma- 
tion. Were terror and wrath instrument- 
al in converting from error, in turning the 
soul to God, and placing the affectious on 
the true object of love and worship, every 
preacher should alarm {iis auditors by the 
mostappalling description ; but knowing 
love is the ouly efficient mean of cia ging 
the temper of the hearty he shu 11 expos- 
tulate with tears like Jo sus, he should per- 
Paul. Rel. Ing 


— a Bn 
POLTAY. 


suade )k 








FROM THE TROY CENTINEL. 
God of the -mwourving’s ray! whose power 
Earth owns as sovereign and supreme ; 
We dedicate thix votive hour, 
The dawn of daylight’s suppliant beam 
Tothoughts ot | hee ; to Thee we pay 
Our thauks tor the return of day. 


God of the midday sun! how bright 
Aud more resplendent, more sublime 
Must be thy glory : Ah! whose sight 
Can view, beyood the bounds of time, 
Phy throne eternal ; and not see 
How dim the sun compar’d with Thee ° 


God of the evening sha‘e ! how sweet 
ihe calm of coniemplation seems 

To minds of thoughtfuluess ; how meet 
To observe the light’s receding gleams 

And call to mid the fleeting span— 

‘Lhe same receding life of inan. 


God of the midnight hour! how dread 
And drewry too, ts nature’s sleep : 
How paiufal, on mstortune’s bed 
In such an Gour, to -* wake an? weep, 
Did not we kuos thot this must he. 
Siuce oidered and controll’d by Thee. 
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